
 

NOT ONLY RUSSIA,  

ROMANIA IS ALSO  

STIRRING UP UNREST 

 
 

In the Dutch media (28/5) NATO General Breedlove warns of a Russian spring offensive. 

Breedlove also states that Russia is stirring up unrest in neighboring Moldova. He also states that the 

deployment of military personnel must be arranged as a matter of urgency. He gives the impression 

that the aggression against NATO is one-sided and is caused only by Russia. However, Moldova, like 

Ukraine, is not a NATO member. Neighboring Romania is. As a condition of joining NATO and the EU, 

Romania has ratified the Strasbourg Convention for the Protection of National Minorities. This treaty 

stipulates that the language of the national minority is also official there, where it makes up at least 

20% of the population. These language rights were, given the ethnic failure in Yugoslavia, a 

requirement to join NATO. Romania is not only involved in the crisis in Ukraine because of its 

geographical location. Former Romanian President Basescu has also spoken openly about the 

annexation of Moldova, including the renegade, Russian-speaking Republic of Transnistria. Moldova, 

like Ukraine, is a de facto multilingual state, comprising a large Russian-speaking minority.  

Although Romania respects the language rights of its own Hungarian language minority on 

paper, in practice these cannot be used freely. Romania is violating  the agreements that were made 

on peace and stability in Europe. The legitimate language rights of their own people are ignored. As 

early as 2012, the European Language Rights Foundation warned that non-compliance with the 

Strasbourg Convention harms the European legal order and hinders the rapid integration of Eastern 

Europe into the EU. The aggression against NATO is therefore not one-sided. Instead of pointing out 

Russia its alleged violations of international law, Breedlove should put its own house in order and 

remind NATO member Romania of its compliance with the Treaty of Citizenship, which was the basis 

for NATO membership. Monitoring compliance with the EU admission requirements (Strasbourg 

Convention) is the best guarantee for NATO to stand up to the aggression of Russia, no more weapons 

or more exercises.  

Drs. G Landman Chairman Stichting European Language Rights Amsterdam   
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