
FREE ENTRY OF ROMANIANS UNDERMINES THE RULE OF LAW  

  

In Romania there is still a lot of unemployment and poverty. This is why many are trying to make a living elsewhere in 

the EU| image AP / Vadim Ghirda    22 August 2013, 09:10 Gabor Landman chairman of the European Language 

Rights Foundation and living in Transylvania. 

Minister Asscher has caused a stir with his urgent request to his European colleagues from Social Affairs to put 

the negative aspects of the free movement of workers in the EU high on the agenda and to tackle them together. What 

may help Asscher is that Romania discriminates against its own minorities. Holders of a Romanian passport are free to 

enter the Dutch labor market from 1 January 2014. However, this free employment should be postponed because 

Romania is not fulfilling its European obligations. For example, it engages in language discrimination on a large scale. 

Romania has been issuing passports on a large scale to residents of the neighboring former Soviet Republic of Moldova 

since joining the European Union in 2007. But in practice, only Moldovans who declare themselves Romanian-speaking 

get such a passport. Ethnic Ugandans, Russians, Bulgarians and Ukrainians remain deprived of a Romanian passport. 

As a result, Romania creates an inequality on the basis of language and ethnicity, as it already does in the multilingual 

part of Transylvania. 

I illustrate this with an example. In the Transylvanian city of Székelyudvarhely (Romanian: Odorheiu Secuiesc), 

which is 97 percent Hungarian-speaking, the native population is in practice treated as second-class citizens, because 

their language rights are only symbolically respected in public. A similar situation occurs in the Moldovan town of 

Begöz (Moldovan: Beghioz), which is 97 percent Gaugaz. Here, the 3 percent of Romanian speakers are given privileges 

over the native population, because they voluntarily declare themselves Romanian-speaking. As a result, they obtain 

the right to work in the Netherlands, the others do not. According to the Basic Treaty between Hungary and Romania 



(Timisoara 1996), the Framework for the Protection of National Minorities (Strasbourg 1995), the Romanian Law on 

Public Administration (2001) and the European Charter of Regional Languages, officially the Hungarian language can 

be freely used in Romania. However in practice this right is actually denied and discouraged. 

This creates a situation that is conflicting with Dutch legal principles, such as the prohibition of discrimination 

and the obligation to promote the international legal order (Articles 1 and 90 of the Constitution respectively). 

However, the Netherlands does not have the power to act here, because it has transferred that competence to Europe. 

As early as May 2012, the European Language Rights Foundation informed the Minister of Foreign Affairs with its 

report “Broken Promises”  about the fact that Romania does not comply with European agreements. The European 

Commission also acknowledged in a report of 18 July 2012 that Romania does not comply with the basic principles of 

the rule of law, nor with the legal principles that underpinned its accession to the European Union. 

Language rights were a direct guarantee of peace, stability and ethnic harmony and a foundation for economic 

growth and integration in Europe. After the ethnic failure in the former Yugoslavia, it was very important to have  

structural ethnic stability in the rest of that region. Language rights were also a prerequisite for becoming a member 

of the European Union. Free admission Romanians erodes the rule of law. The language discrimination committed by 

Romania should be grounds for postponing the free employment of Romanian citizens indefinitely. It should also be 

examined to what extent there has been ordinary corruption in the mass issuance of Romanian passports. 
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