
MULTILINGUAL POLICE CARS ARE AN 

ICON OF EUROPEAN INTEGRATION 

 

 
The picture shows bilingual Romanian police 
cars and bilingual Ukrainian police cars. 
Source: Report Betrayal of justice. The 
photos were taken with Photoshop and 
unfortunately do not occur in real life. 

The police have a very important role in a state governed by the 
rule of law, because they are the link between the citizen and the judicial 
authorities. The European integration of Romania,  former Yugoslavia, 
Moldova and Ukraine is impossible if the rights of autonomous 
minorities are not respected.  In a country which had been  a dictatorship 
in 1989 and where the rule of law began with a show trial, citizens' trust 
in the authorities is not equal to the level of Western Europe, where both 
the rule of law and prosperity were guaranteed after the Second World 
War. 

It is therefore very important that citizens can have confidence 
in the authorities and that they can turn to the authorities if they are in 
possession of information that is necessary for the detection of crimes 
committed in the European Union. Currently the ratio of the 
autonomous Hungarian minority is 6.5%  (in 1956 this was still 9.1% 
Hungarian and 2.1% German and 0.8% Jewish) while the number of 
autonomous minorities in the Romanian police is only 1.4%.  Apartheid 
caused by such ethnic segregation is unacceptable and unprecedented 
in the European Union.   

The solution is not too complicated. Restoring ethnically 
proportional representation will undoubtedly lead to organizational 
problems. However, making police cars, uniforms, signs and other 
communication bilingual can be achieved directly.  The introduction of 
this bilingualism would carry a clear message, namely that of ethnic 
equality and the rule of law. Our foundation is willing to reimburse the 
costs for paint, so that the Romanian police do not have budgetary 
problems for bilingual communication.   

In our report Treason to Law, we pointed to the case of 
Tordaszentlászló (Igentessék 2013 June) in this case, the National Anti-
Discrimination Council of Bucharest condemned the police for not 
guaranteeing Hungarian language rights. The decision of the anti-
discrimination council can be downloaded from the website 
www.tordaszentlaszlo.eu  and the report Betrayal of justice can be 
downloaded from www.language-rights.eu.  
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http://www.tordaszentlaszlo.eu/
http://www.language-rights.eu/


 

Hungarian Version https://www.language-rights.eu/TOBBNYELVU_RENDORAUTO_HU.pdf  
Romanian Version https://www.language-rights.eu/TOBBNYELVU_RENDORAUTO_RO.pdf  
English Version https://www.language-rights.eu/TOBBNYELVU_RENDORAUTO_GB.pdf  
Dutch Version https://www.language-rights.eu/TOBBNYELVU_RENDORAUTO_NL.pdf 
Published in the IgenTessék magazine in October 2017. This magazine has a circulation of 18,000 copies and is 
distributed in Kolozsvár (Romanian: Cluj-Napoca)https://language-rights.eu/igentessek/ITK_2017_OKTOBER.pdf  
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